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When did you get started playing golf?
My mom started both my dad and me on the same day. Dad played 
college baseball and thought golf was a wussy sport. There was a 
group of friends that used to go out every Monday and she wanted 
to play with them. Mom went out and got a set of clubs and started 
hitting some balls. She told my dad he’d like it and once he started 
hitting a few around, he got hooked.

I was about eight years old at the time. I’d walk off the course in 
tears because I didn’t like to play badly. I quit for a while then picked 
it up again when I was 13 years old. My dad asked me to play every 
day for those five years, but I wouldn’t do it. When I finally played 18 
holes, I beat my dad. He only beat me twice after that.

Why did you decide to come to UNLV?
I went to Oregon State my first year of college, partied a little too 
much and was asked to leave the golf team. Coach Dwaine Knight 
gave me a shot at UNLV. I got on the straight and narrow, got better 
grades, and focused on my golf game.

I was a journalism major. I wasn’t a good writer in high school, 
so on Mondays all throughout high school I had a writing tutor. I’m 
so glad I did it. I keep a journal and I’d like to write something in 
the future.

What’s the toughest part of being a professional 
golfer?
Probably the worst part of the job is there is so much travel. But, you 
get to see so much of the country and the world. It’s a ton of fun. I 

started staying with friends I’ve made along the way so a lot of 
time, I don’t stay in a hotel. So many people are very gracious. It’s 
one less expense and a lot of home cooked meals.

What is your favorite club?
That has to be my putter. I love my putter. I don’t have big thrills 
in this game. There have been times I’ve finished well. However, 
the putter is what puts the ball in the hole the most so that’s 
encouraging.

What’s your favorite course?
My favorite course is the Preserve in Monterey, California. There’s 
nothing different about the course itself but it is awesome because 
it’s on a preserve. There’s a 15-mile drive to the clubhouse from 
the main entrance. It’s at the base of the redwoods and there are 
all sorts of animals like boar, turkey, and eagles. It’s a really cool 
place.

What is your most memorable golf moment?
I’d say it’s probably the PGA Q School (PGA Tour Qualifying 
Tournament). I got my card to the tour and I was just overjoyed. It 
was a lifelong dream to get to the PGA and it’s the most fulfillment 
I’ve ever felt on a course.

What do you do in your spare time?
My wife and I enjoy cooking and drinking wine while cooking, 
and spending time with our family and friends. We often host 
people for any reason that requires eating and drinking.

I also love to ride roller coasters. I don’t plan trips to specifically 
ride them, but if we pass an amusement park, I’m always willing to 
stop. Reading is another passion. One of my favorite books is “The 
Art of Happiness” by the Dalai Lama.

Tell me about your involvement with First Tee of 
Southern Nevada.
I run a charity event that started last year that benefits pancreatic 
cancer research and First Tee. This year’s event is September 17. 
My golf coach in high school ran a driving range and worked with 
First Tee. It’s great for kids to grow up learning about discipline 
and etiquette. It is how the world should be run. It teaches kids 
you’re always supposed to tell the truth, even calling a rule 
infraction on yourself. Golf is a great game because it forces kids 
to be around adults a lot but everyone can play together because 
everyone plays by the same rules.
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When did you begin playing golf?
I taught myself when I was five years old. Both my parents played and 
my dad showed me how to hold the club. I watched golf on television 
and I tried to emulate the players. I got my first set of clubs when I 
was about six or seven years old. My parents were members of a golf 
club in Orlando, Florida. While they played, I ran around the practice 
facility and charged a lot of hot dogs and Cokes to their account. 

When did you finally take golf seriously?
In 1986, I made my first communion on the same day Jack Nicklaus 
won his sixth Masters title. My parents had a congratulatory party 
for me at their house but people were watching the final round of 
the Masters. I remember everyone going crazy when Nicklaus made 
a birdie on the back nine, and I said to my mom that I wanted to be 
that guy everyone is going crazy over. I doubt she took me seriously, 
but I decided to become a professional golfer a month shy of my 
eighth birthday.

How did your family handle your decision?
My parents were always supportive of everything I did. I played 
basketball, baseball, soccer, golf and I ran track. In high school, I focused 
on golf. They never pushed me. All of my desire came from within.

How did you wind up in Las Vegas?
I came to UNLV on a full golf scholarship. It was the hardest thing 
for my parents to support. I was the top ranked junior golfer in the 
country so I had my choice of where to go. I narrowed it down to 
four schools. Oklahoma State and Georgia Tech were big contenders. 
Oklahoma State produced more PGA golfers in history, but I didn’t 
have it in me to live there. I considered Florida but I knew I couldn’t go 
there either. When I came to UNLV, I liked it so much better and had 
no reservations about going across the country to college. However, 
my parents were shocked! After a long, heated conversation I called 
(UNLV golf head coach) Dwaine Knight and told him he had to come 
to Florida and spend time with my parents to convince them. He 
showed up the next morning. By the time he left, I knew I was making 
the right choice.

What did you study at UNLV?
I was a business management major, graduating with a 3.6 GPA. I 
always had a backup plan for after my retirement. Although being 
a professional golfer was fun, I knew I didn’t want to do it forever. 
I always had the academic background and business acumen and 
interests outside of golf that I wanted to pursue.

What made you stay in Las Vegas?
When I entered into the business world, I was excited about getting 

back to Vegas. I really like it here. It gave me a chance to do things in 
the community and to make a difference. I was a huge Andre Agassi 
fan as a kid, long before I moved here, and I really admire what he’s 
done off the court. I’d love to be a catalyst for helping the community 
and being able to do things in town on his level.

What’s your favorite course?
Cypress Point in Monterey, California.

What is your favorite club?
I’m definitely a Ping guy. However, I used to have a driving iron from 
my senior year in college, my first hybid club. I used to lick my chops 
every time I had the opportunity to use it.

What’s your most thrilling golf moment?
When our UNLV team won the 1998 national championship. To be able 
to celebrate that as a team, what it meant to the coach, to UNLV, and to 
the Las Vegas community was amazing. We were like rock stars!

Tell me about First Tee of Southern Nevada.
I love the concept of First Tee. It teaches life skills through golf. I 
love being with the kids and sharing my experiences with them as 
well as being a role model to the youth of this community. I’m not so 
concerned if one of these kids win the Masters one day, but I’d love to 
hear they’ve become a CEO or have business success.
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How did you get started in golf?
My grandfather was the one to get me started. Both my parents 
worked but my grandparents lived in the same neighborhood. During 
the summer I spent a lot of time with them. My grandfather loved 
to golf and he wanted someone to play with, so I started playing 
miniature golf with him. We went out on my eighth birthday. I have 
so many great memories of playing golf with my grandfather. 

What brought you to UNLV?
Chris Riley got recruited to play at UNLV. Once he got there, golf 
coach Dwaine Knight asked him about up-and-coming players. I was 
a couple of years behind him. He gave coach my name. Coach Knight 
watched me play and I’ve been here ever since.

I didn’t travel with the team the first couple of years. Then 
my junior and senior years, I didn’t miss a tournament. We had a 
lot of great teams before us that came up short and just missed the 

championship. In 1998, people said it was our weakest team on paper 
in five years. Yet, we won! It was a great experience, something I’ll 
never forget. My grandfather flew into New Mexico and watched us 
play the last couple of rounds. He was there for all the big moments.

I studied economics as my major. I have no idea why. Hopefully golf 
is successful enough that what I do afterward is more for enjoyment 
than financial.

What’s the hardest part about golf?
About 25-30 weeks a year I’m on the road playing golf. I’ll be gone for 
two to four weeks in a row then come home for a week to reenergize. 
Once a year I do a five-week stint on the West Coast. From 2006 to 
mid-2007, I got tired of playing and went into corporate sales for the 
PGA Tour but I decided I missed it. After my break, I started playing 
again and I’ve been doing so ever since.

What’s your most memorable golf moment?
Winning on the PGA Tour in 2010 at Turning Stone Resort in New 
York has to be my most memorable. Here I am, thinking back about 
being a little kid with a dream. Then, just trying to make it on the 
PGA Tour was amazing, and to win a tournament was more than I 
ever thought! You play every week to win but when it happens the first 
time it’s shocking. You’ve had this goal for a long time and when you 
reach it, it’s very gratifying.

Do you have any odd golf habits?
Not really, no superstitions. I do have a bunch of random foreign coins 
I use as ball marks. Every once in a while I’ll choose one and realize it 
was bad last time so I won’t use it for a bit.

What’s your favorite hole?
There’s a little par three in an amazing setting called hole number 
seven at Pebble Beach.

What do you do in your spare time?
I listen to all kinds of music, from reggae to Guns N’ Roses. I also like to 
swim with my wife and my yellow lab. Hopefully, she misses me when 
I’m away because she’s excited when I get back! My dog, not my wife.

What’s your involvement with First Tee of Southern 
Nevada?
My wife and I help out with the tournaments. My wife works for 
Sunrise Hospital and last year they held a tournament to benefit both 
the hospital and First Tee. I was the grand marshal of the event. We 
often donate our time or buy a foursome, and we always tell others 
about the cause and encourage them to donate money.

It’s an amazing program. People don’t realize how much golf 
teaches a kid about manners and being honest. The values you learn as 
a kid help you for a lifetime. Sometimes the kids come from a financial 
background where they never thought playing golf was possible, but 
there are ways to make it happen. As a kid, we used to bag tees at the 
pro shop so we could play a round or range ball. There are ways kids 
can become involved in the sport even if they don’t have the financial 
means, and First Tee is a great way to give kids a start.
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